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Aquarius

Combination active/passive L-band microwave
instrurment
Primary goal is to map the surface salinity field of the
oceans
Fart of Aguarius/SAC-D mission
— USA space agency (NASA)
- Argentine space agancy (COMAE)
— Launch scheduled for May, 2010
Aguarius will
= Collect data continuously including over land and snowlice
— Provide the first simultaneous active/passive (radarfradiometer)
data at L-band from space
—~ Be a resource for transitioning from land/aircraft based

observalions of soil moisture fo an active/passive L-band
migsion in space such as SMAP
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Agquarus s currentty in BT at JPL. Thermal vacuum testing angd
integration of the antenna are scheduled for October-November
Aquarius will be ready early in 2009



